
The Battle of Britain

❶Winston Churchill, broadcast speech on 20 August 1940.

“The enemy is, of course, far more numerous than we are. But our new production already, as I am
advised, largely exceeds his, and the American production is only just beginning to flow in. It is a
fact, as I see frommy daily returns, that our bomber and fighter strength now, after all this fighting,
are larger than they have ever been. We believe that we shall be able to continue the air struggle
indefinitely and as long as the enemy pleases, and the longer it continues the more rapid will be our5

approach, first towards that parity, and then into that superiority, in the air upon which in a large
measure the decision of the war depends.

The gratitude of every home in our Island, in our Empire, and indeed throughout the world, except
in the abodes of the guilty, goes out to the British airmen who, undaunted by odds, unwearied in
their constant challenge and mortal danger, are turning the tide of the World War by their prowess10

and by their devotion. Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so
few.”

❷Winston Churchill visiting bomb-damaged areas of the East End of London, 8 September 1940.

➣ Putting the documents in historical context and using your knowledge, explain why the Battle
of Britain was a defining moment in British history.


