
The home front.

❶ British WW2 poster.

❷ Wiston Churchill, History of the Second World War, volume 2: Their Finest Hour (1949).

 From September 7 to November 3 [1940] an average of two hundred German
bombers attacked London every night. The various preliminary raids which had
been made upon our provincial cities in the previous three weeks had led to a con-
siderable dispersion of our anti-aircraft artillery, and when London first became the
main target there were but ninety-two guns in position. It was thought better to5

leave the air free for our night-fighters, working under Number 11 Group. Of these
there were six squadrons of Blenheims and Defiants1. Night-fighting was in its in-
fancy, and very few casualties were inflicted on the enemy. Our batteries therefore
remained silent for three nights in succession. Their own technique was at this time
woefully imperfect. Nevertheless, in view of the weakness of our night-fighters and10

of their unsolved problems, it was decided that the anti-aircraft gunners should be
given a free hand to fire at unseen targets [...] For three nights Londoners had sat
in their houses or inadequate shelters enduring what seemed to be an utterly unre-
sisted attack. Suddenly, on September 10, the whole barrage opened, accompanied
by a blaze of searchlights. This roaring cannonade did not do much harm to the15

enemy, but gave enormous satisfaction to the population. Everyone was cheered
by the feeling that we were hitting back. 

➣Using the documents and your knowledge, describe the living conditions of the British during
WW2.
1The Blenheim was a light bomber converted to the role of night fighter; the Defiant was a heavy fighter. Both

aircraft were infamous for their poor efficiency.


